
 

Speakers Available for OCS Presentations 
If you provide talks / presentations and would like to be included on this list please send your details to Tony Mansell : tony.mansell369@btinternet.com 

Fees / Donations / Expenses should be discussed direct with the individual speaker. 

 

 

 

You may also like to check out this Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/Public-Speakers-South-West-1871302969786931/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel 

 

 
General Data Protection Regulations 

 
We endeavour to comply with the General Data Protection Regulations but if your data appears anywhere on this 

page against your wishes please contact website@oldcornwall.net and it will be immediately removed 
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Frank Argall 
 

 ARGALL PHOTOGRAPHER  (1865-1913)  

An illustrated talk covering the local history, early photography and the Argall Series of early Cornish picture postcards, on the theme that "every picture tells 

a story".  

This is suitable for an audience of 10-50 people sitting theatre fashion facing a large projector screen.  

Contact initially by e-mail   frankargall@gmail.com  
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Chris Batters 
 

01208-269991 
ccbatters@gmail.com 

 

 
Over the past two years, my writer wife Jill and myself have given many talks to your Old Cornwall Societies on the murder of Neville Norway in 1840 

between Bodmin & Wadebridge by the Lightfoot brothers of Burlawn. 
The victim in this murder was in fact the great-grandfather of the famous novelist, Nevill Shute. 

My wife Jill wrote a book on the story in 2011 since when it has sold world-wide and our talk is accompanied by a slide show. 
 

This year we have added a talk and slide show on the story of the famous murder in 1844 of Charlotte Dymond at Roughtor on Bodmin moors. This month 
sees the launch of wife Jill's new novel, 'The Life of Charlotte Dymond', the first time her life has ever been written about, and it is fascinating reading of life 

in Cornwall during the early to mid 1800's. 
 

On each of our talks we offer the books at a reduced price, as well as offering DVD's full-length feature films on both murders, again at a reduced price. 
This is a great story for lovers of Cornish history and heritage. 
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Roger Bennett 
vivbrammer@hotmail.com 

 

As a member of the Looe OCS (Recorder), I am offering a talk on The History and Function of the Town Crier.  I have been the Crier at Chacewater, Flambards, 
and currently, Looe. 

 
Realising that this could be an interesting topic, I have added my name to the official WI list. 

Additionally, my wife and I have spoken and sung on Cornish Culture reflected in folk song to various Women’s Institutes and Old Cornwall Societies. 
 

Oll an gwella 
 

Roger Bennett 
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Hilary Coleman & Sally Burley 
sallyburley@hotmail.co.uk 

 
“We rolled from one song to the next and pints were clinked and clunked down with calls for more: it’s always an uproarious occasion.” 

 
During 2012 Hilary Coleman and Sally Burley undertook a journey across the length and breadth of Cornwall, visiting pubs where they knew the tradition of 

Cornish harmony singing was taking place. 
 

The idea behind this work of love was to take a snapshot of what was being sung and where. Twenty two visits later they have recorded their findings, and 
the result is a book and CD: Shout Kernow. This book has now been published and they are currently launching it at a number of venues across Cornwall. 

 
Come and hear the tales of their adventures wonderfully illustrated with some of the songs sung how they belong to be by the Red River Singers. Song words 

will be available if you would like to join in! 
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History of Cornish Wrestling 

 
Powerpoint Presentation 

Donation for expenses  



Alan Cox 
01326 316716 

alancox6940@gmail.com 
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Cornwall Council 

Archives and Cornish Studies Service 
To contact go to the Cornwall Council site and enter “External Talks” 

 

 

 
 



DEW VARDH 
(Bert Biscoe & Pol Hodge) 

 

01872 242293 

bertbiscoe@btinternet.com 

 

 

POEMS: SONGS: DIALECT: KERNEWEK: ENGLISH – 
Are Mermaids real? What really happened to Trevithick in South America? What is the most expensive hoover you can buy? What is 

turkey fricassee? 

Pol Hodge and Bert Biscoe are two Bards. They have worked together as performers for the past 15 years and 

have entertained audiences throughout Cornwall and beyond with a mixture of poems, languages, songs, 

dialect, jokes and repartee. Their unique chemistry ripples with themes and images that leave a lasting 

impression. 

Pol is one of Cornwall’s leading Cornish linguists – he writes with passion and eloquence. humour and history 

mingle with compassion and satire. He is an expert on Cornish place names and helps film makers and 

dramatists to include Kernewek in their productions. He is – unforgettably - the bearer of Excalibur in Gorsedh 

ceremonies. On one occasion, totally immersed in his role, he forgot to remove his mirror-shades – Howard 

Curnow’s sonorous whisper filled the Circle as Pol strode with sword in hand: ΨΩ!ƘΗ .ŀǊŘƘ ±ŀŘŜǊΗέ 

 

 

Bert is a veteran of rock and roll and folk music. His bands toured extensively through the 1970s and 80s and 

won many fans at festivals and on the pub circuit. His songs are still known today. Poetry is his first love, and he 
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has become a lyrical craftsman who writes of land, conflict, injustice – he portrays events and people and slides from surreal wit to deep emotion in the flash 

of an eye. 

Dew Vardh love to perform for Old Cornwall Societies – they bring energy, fun, passion and surprises – and you can watch them three nights running without 

hearing the same thing twice! 

Fees are negotiable. They like to bring a box of books and perform best when there’s a nice cup of tea to lubricate the throat.  

 

 

Yth esa an Mordros ow sia hag ynwedh ow krak-krak-krakya gans penn a-rag Endeavour erbynn hwoffansow ha frosow hag 
aweylyow yeyn an mor. 
 
There was the Mordros hissing and crack-crack-crackling with the bow of Endeavour against the swells and races and cold breezes 
of the sea. 
 
Ha poran aven Treskaw ha Samson ni yw ynys, hudh a dhenseth a seyth enev yn mysk ynsyek a skathow oll ow kortos an radio –  
 
And, exactly as Tresco and Samson, we are an island, a pod of humanity, seven souls amongst an archipelago of boats all a-waiting 
the radio ς  

 
THE BEST CROP! 
I’ve never graw’d taties 
Nor swede – brassicas 
I had a go at 
When I first started – 
Break yer back broccoli! 
 
I ‘ad a milkin’ ‘erd 
Most of my time –  
Two hundred ‘ead, 
But I dropped back 
To a ‘undred 
When the boy started on his own. 



 
I’ve ‘ad a fair living – I shan’t complain –  
Livin’ ‘ere with chapel folk  
And the village! But, 
I’ve never ‘ad a crop like this –  
And prices you can’t get at market –  
Always goin’ up! 
 
‘Ess! I look out of a mornin’ 
and, after my chores, 
I gaw round and chat to a few –  
Caravans, Boy! No crop like’n! 
                                      Bert Biscoe 
 
   

TUS TRIST  
 
Tus lyb, 
tus tew, 
tus heb ober, 
studhyoryon voghosek 
ha benynes gans fleghes trosek. 
 
Tus koth, 
tus trist, 
tus vedhow, 
kelloryon gernewek 
ha benynes fest skwith ha hwysek. 
 
ha my 
a wra kemmeres an kyttrin. 
 
 
 



SAD PEOPLE  
 
Wet people, 
fat people, 
unemployed people, 
poor students 
and women with noisy kids. 
 
Old people, 
sad people, 
pissed up people, 
Cornish losers 
and women so knackered and sweaty. 
 
and me........do catch the bus. 
 
(for Damon Taylor - bus driver) Pol Hodge 

 

 
 
 
 



Sam Drake 
 
 

Telephone: 07532213200 
sam.drake.2009@live.rhul.ac.uk 

 
Bryher, Trevingey Road, Redruth, Cornwall, TR15 3DH 

 
My name is Samuel Drake and I am currently studying for a PhD at the University of London. My research focuses on fourteenth and early fifteenth century 

Cornwall, exploring subjects such as lordship and lawlessness, King Arthur and the Black Prince, piracy and the Hundred Years ’ War. 

I would very much like to be included the list of possible speakers for the Old Cornwall Society 

Kind regards, 

Sam 

 
 
 
 



Dean Evans 
Phone 07588711936  

dean.evans5@gmail.com 

 
The Passmore Edwards Legacy 

 
 

Dean Evans gives an illustrated talk on John Passmore Edwards; The Cornish Carnegie, Mr Greatheart, St Passmore, Blackwater Boy. 
 

Dean is the author of Funding the ladder - The Passmore Edwards Legacy; Holyer an Gof Award winner 2012. 
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Dr Mike Haywood 
www.mikehaywoodart.co.uk 

 
 

It is the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower in 2020 
 

I thought members of the Old Cornwall Society may be interested in my presentation entitled “The Voyage of the Mayflower in 1620, the Myth and the 
Reality”. 

There is a Cornish connection to the earliest English settlers in North America. 
I have been giving this 45 minute talk for several years to interested groups here in the UK and in the USA. I live in Liskeard. 

 
I am scheduled to give my presentation to the Liskeard branch of the OCS later in 2018. 

 

 
I can offer 

http://www.mikehaywoodart.co.uk/


Paul Holden 
pholden02@gmail.com  (from 1st January 2019) 

 
House and Collections Manager 

Lanhydrock 
Direct line: 01208 265963 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Paul Holden, FSA, is a freelance architectural historian, lecturer and writer. He was Chairman of the Cornish Buildings Group between 2010 and 2018 and editor of Celebrating Pevsner: the 
proceedings of the 2015 Cornish Buildings Group conference (2017). Other notable works include The Lanhydrock Atlas (2010) and The London Letters of Samuel Molyneux (2011). Paul is an 
editor for Architectural Historian, a member of the Faculty Advisory Group of Truro Cathedral, a Council member of the Cornish Buildings Group and reviewer for the Royal Society, the 
Society of Architectural Historians of Great Britain and the Society of Antiquaries of London. 
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Talks:  
Lanhydrock House and the Robartes family. 
The National Trust in Cornwall 
The Life and Work of Richard Coad, Architect. 
The Work of the Cornish Buildings Group 
The Cornish Country House 
The Lanhydrock Atlas (1696) 
The London Letters of Samuel Molyneux (1712/13) 
The Classical Cornish House 
20 years at Lanhydrock: a personal reflection 
‘Celebrating Pevsner’ a lay persons guide to Cornish buildings 
Damp Cellars, Dusty Attics and a chesty Cough: researching the Cornish Country House 
The Life and Career of the Hon. Captain Tommy Agar-Robartes (1880-1915) 
Treasures of Lanhydrock 
Architectural Quiz of Cornish Buildings 
  
Other talks can be arranged. 
  
I charge £60 including travel for a 1 hour illustrated talk. 

                                                                                                                           
 
  

  



Philip M Hosken 
marrack@btinternet.com 

 

There is a substantial part of Cornwall’s commercial history that hasn’t been told.  I gave a lecture at Hayle on Wednesday that was sold out a couple of weeks prior to the 
event and have received enquiries for further presentations.  
  

  

H.T.P. 

Hosken, Trevithick, Polkinhorn & Co Ltd 
Philip M Hosken 
Marack Resruth 

  
There is a substantial, unique part of Cornwall’s commercial history that is now being told.  From 1890, H.T.P. was a conglomerate of several companies that included 
milling, shipping, baking, wool treatment and motor transport; it was a part of everyone’s life in Cornwall and beyond.  
  
The company was created from four famous Cornish families and the book, ‘H.T.P. The Great Cornish Conglomerate’* covers the period from 1852 to 1936  It will be 
followed by another covering the 40 years of Farm Industries Ltd.   The lecture depicts a period of considerable change in agriculture, business methods, technology and 
attitudes during a hundred and twenty years, including two World Wars.  From a wealth of company ledgers, papers and newspaper reports, it explains how the directors 
tried, and generally failed, to shake off their feudal backgrounds and operate a multimillion pound company over a large area.  It contains a lot of names, inter-family 
relationships and community history in addition to that of the company. 
  
A Power Point lecture on this significant part of Cornwall’s history is available from: 
  
Philip Hosken 
Former Chairman Trevithick Society, 13 years 
Author books on Trevithick 
Editor, Cornish World, 6 years 
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Sue Kittow 
flower.pot@btinternet.com 

 
01326 312356 

 
07896359048 

 
My latest book, Walks In The Footsteps Of Daphne Du Maurier has been published and I wondered if you would be interested in a talk about how Cornwall 

inspires my books (and hers!), how I came to be published, accompanied by photographs taken on my walks. 

 

With best wishes 

Sue Kittow  
 
 
Latest book: Walks in the Footsteps of Daphne du Maurier - 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Walks-Footsteps-Daphne-du-Maurier/dp/1910758388 

 
Walks in the Footsteps of Poldark - 
http://www.sigmapress.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=20378576 
 
Buy Walks in the Footsteps of Cornish Writers now -  
http://www.sigmapress.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=14265358 
 
For other books and more information, visit - 
http://www.suekittow.com 
www.flowerpotdays.blogspot.com 
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Tony Mansell 
Scrifer Istori (Bardic name) 

 

01872 552098 

Gwel An Vre, Wheal Quoit Avenue, St Agnes, Cornwall TR5 0SJ 
Email: tony.mansell369@btinternet.com 

website: www.tonymansell.net 
 

  
 

PowerPoint Presentations 
Informative and entertaining (hopefully!) 

 
 

Easy Listening & Cornish History 
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Jo Mattingly 

 
Dr Joanna Mattingly 

21 Broad Street 
Truro 

TR1 1JD 
01872 225254 

joannamattingly@btinternet.com 
 

Talks include: 

Cornish Churches (slide or powerpoint) 

Holy Wells in Cornwall  "          " 

Church Houses              "          " 

History of Sport in Cornwall (powerpoint) 

A Short History of the Tea Cosy with Cornish examples (powerpoint) 

Country House Fires in Cornwall 

 
I charge a fee - usually £30+ and travel expenses. 

 
I do slide as well as powerpoint talks but always ask the OCS group to provide equipment. This is usually slide projector, stand and screen and pointer, or 

laptop and power point projector, stand and screen and pointer. 
 

 



Roger Radcliffe 
St Agnes 

01872 552181 

rogerradcliffe@hotmail.co.uk 

I am usually unavailable for daytime talks; evenings suit me better. 

 

The presentations I have in stock are: 

 

Wheal Kitty and Goonlaze Downs 

 

The Search for the Lady Agnes 

 

All Washed up at St. Agnes 

 

The Coastline of St. Agnes 
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Jason Semmens M.A. 
cornubiensis@aol.com 

 

 

The talks I can offer are as follows: 
 

Witchcraft and Folk Magic in Cornwall 
Introduction to historic witch beliefs and practices in Cornwall, from the medieval period until the mid twentieth century. 

 
Tammy Blee's Cabalistic Agency - Witchcraft and Popular Magic in 19th Century Cornwall 

Cunning-folk and witchcraft in Cornwall as seen through the life of Thomasine Blight (1793-1856) of Redruth and Helston. 
 

The Cornish Witch-finder: William Henry Paynter and the Folklore of Cornwall 
One of the most active collectors in the early Old Cornwall movement, Paynter's collections are the last significant body of Cornish folklore; what did he find 

and what do his collections tell us about Cornish beliefs in the early twentieth century? 
 

Myrgh An Hallow: Barbara Catherine Spooner's Folklore Collecting in North East Cornwall 
From King Arthur to Witches, via ghosts and Tregeagle, Spooner's little known folklore collections shed light on beliefs in North East Cornwall in the first half 

of the twentieth century. 
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Trevor Smitheram 
 

trevor.smitheram@btopenworld.com 
 

01736 756793 
 

Talks on Hayle and its Heritage, The Donkey Sanctuary and my time working for The Royal Family  
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TIR HA TAVAS 
 

DELIA & DAVE BROTHERTON – TIR HA TAVAS 
 

tirhatavas@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Tel 01736 799305 
 

Music and song inspired by the beauty of Cornwall. 
 

Tir ha Tavas (which means “land and language” in the old Cornish language Kernewek) is Delia Brotherton, Bard of Gorsedh Kernow, and Dave Brotherton, 
experienced and respected musicians and singer songwriters based in St Ives, West Cornwall. 

 
They possess a strong musical chemistry and their music is inspired by the beauty and majesty of the West Cornwall landscape and the recurring feeling of 

nostalgia felt very strongly by those who love Cornwall.  Their songs combine a sense of fun and wistfulness reflecting their take on modern Cornish life and 
include some in the Cornish language Kernewek. 

 
Tir ha Tavas have performed at many events including the St Ives September Festival, St Ives LitFest and Penzance Literary Festival, the Lowender Peran 

Festival of Celtic Music and Dance, Federation of Old Cornwall Societies Festivals, Esedhvos Kernow, “Summer Concerts in Local Churches” and for private 
societies and gatherings.  They have also featured on local radio programmes. Their music combines well with the spoken word as part of words and music 

events, and with other performers where variety and a change of mood is desired. They often perform acoustically although they do have a small pa which is 
used to balance the sound between instruments and voices in slightly larger venues. 

 
άΧΦƧǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƴƛǎƘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ Σ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦέ 

 
άΧΦI thought your performance ŀǘ tŜƴȊŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘΦέ 

 
άΧΦin particular we wish to thank you Dee and Dave for your role in the organisation of the day and your talents so splendidly dƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦέ 

 
άΧΦthank you for a most enjoyable evening at Mullion Old Cornwall's meeting last evening. Everyone admired the variety of instruments, the singing and the 
originality of your songs, even the non-Cornish among 
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