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Notes on the Celtic Church in Cornwall

By W. StuArT BEST

HE Celtic Church in Cornwall left many witnesses of its

early history in the numerous place-names which begin
with “Saint” or “Lan.”” When it comes to attempting to
elucidate that history however, one finas that other material
is scanty.

Of contemporary written records there are hardly any :
the shining exception is that part of the 7th-Century Life of
S. Samson of Dol which deals with his sojourn in Cornwall,
which the writar of the Life had visited. There are also some
allugions in the 9th-Century Life of S Pol de Léon, the letter
of S. Aldhelm to King Geraint of Damuonia in the early 8th
Century, and the letter of Bishop Kenstic to Archbishop
Plegmund of Canterbury in the 9th; which indeed might be
considered as marking the formal end of the Celtie Church in
Cornwall. It continued for some time after that, however, to
differ in form, if not in spirit, from the rest of the Church of
England.

Other contemporary records are the Christian inseribed
stones and crosses which are to be found all over Corn-
wall, the excavated monastery at Tintagel. and the remains
of the Oratory of 8. Piran near Perranzabulo.

A good deal of light is shed on the Celtic Church in
Clornwall by Domesday Book, for it lights up the past as well
as the present, by a [¢w Saxon Charters, and by the Bodmin
Manumissions of the 10th and 11th Centuries. Finally there
are the 11th-Century, and later, lives of Celtic saints written
in- Wales, and early Welsh Genealogies, notably Boneddiy
v Saint.

The Church in Cornwall was of course only isolated from
the rest of Celtic Christendom by the gradual encroachment of
Wessex from East Somerset down to the Tamar in the 7th to
the 9th centuries, and intercourse with Wales and Ireland on
the one hand and Brittany on the other was maintained
throughout this period by sea, so that no sharp distinction
can be drawn between the Cornish and the rest of the Celtic
Church.  The same period of intense evangelistic activity in
the 5th and 6th Centuries which spread the Faith throughout
Wales, Ireland and Brittany planted it in Cornwall : and one
of the few established facts of that obscure period is that
often the same bands of missionaries founded neighbouring
churches and monasteries in Wales, Cornwall and Armorica,
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