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This paper has been compiled by Tony Mansell (Bardh Kernow: Skrifer Istori) and has been incorporated into the  

Cornwall Music Archive held at Kresen Kernow. 

 

My motivation for its preparation was to record and to share our Cornish brass band heritage.  

 

The information and photographs have been collected over many years but it is not complete and if you are able to add to it, or 

correct it, then your help will be appreciated and acknowledged. 

This can be done by sending using the following contact details:   

tony.mansell369@btinternet.com       

Gwel An Vre, Wheal Quoit Avenue, St Agnes, Cornwall TR5 0SJ     

01872 552098    Mob:07812 463746 

 

This paper has no copyright restrictions.    

 

 

Contest Results 

Cornish contest results have not been included here but are recorded in a separate paper entitled Cornish Contest Archive. 

 

Band Names: 

Unfortunately newpaper reporters, and even the bands themselves, have not been careful to use the correct current band name 

making it difficult to determine exactly to which band a statement refers. 

 

Musical Directors: 

The term Musical Director has generally been used and, in most cases, includes bandmaster and resident conductor. 

 

Types of Bands: 

Whilst brass bands are the primary interest of this archive, other models have been included. 

 

Volunteer Military Bands: 

In the 1850s, Britain there was a growing military threat from France and in May 1859 the a Volunteer Force was formed as a citizen 

army of part-time rifle and artillery volunteers to support the British Army stretched by oversea commitments. These were locally 

raised volunteer corps and by October 1860 there were 22 sub-divisions in Cornwall each consisting of about 100 men. Most of the 

major towns had a core with Truro having two. These were placed into two battalions: the 1st Volunteer Battalion based in Penzance 

and the 2nd Volunteer Battalion based in Bodmin. 

 

In 1881 the organisation was rationalised and the corps were brought into the new county regimental structure with the names of 

the 1st and 2nd ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭΩǎ [ƛƎƘǘ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅΦ 

 

In 1908 the Rifle Volunteers were brought closer into the framework of the county regiments and became a part of a new Territorial 

Force. 

 

The relevance of this is that most of the corps set up in the 1850s and 1860s had a band and many of them competed in the various 

brass band contests. This was not always popular as, despite the reference to volunteer, some of the independent bands considered 

that they were professional musicians. 
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Altarnun 
Altarnun is a village and civil parish in Cornwall on the north-eastern edge of Bodmin Moor  

 

1866: Altarnun Brass Band first recorded engagement was at the Altarnun Friendly Society procession. (John Brush) 

 

1870s late to 1891: G Clifford MD who had previously conducted the Launceston Volunteer Band. (John Brush) 

 

мутуΥ άIŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Altarnun Brass Band and the Bodmin BandΣ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΧέ  

(Cornish & Devon Post 6
th

 July 1878) 

 

1881: Altarnun Brass Band at Pensilva Temperance Fete. (RCG 5th August 1881) 

 

1887: Altarnun Brass Band at Altarnun Jubilee Festivities. (RCG 1st July 1887) 

 

1891: J Deacon Altarnun Brass Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1893: Altarnun Brass Band at Altarnun agricultural competition. (RCG 8
th

 June 1893) 

 

1894: Altarnun Brass Band at Altarnun agricultural competition. (RCG 7th June 1894) 

 

 

 

  



Balwest 
Balwest is a village to the west of Helston 

 

1868: Balwest Brass Band formed, probably by five or six brass players to provide music for the Ashtown Wesley tea meeting of this 

year. (John Brush) 

 

мууоΥ ά¢ƘŜ Balwest (Germoe brass band)Σ ǳƴŘŜǊ aǊ .ƻǘǘǊŜƛǊǎΩ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 

ǎǘȅƭŜΦέ ό/ƻǊƴƛǎƘƳŀƴ 13 September 1883 ς Cornishman) 

 

 

 

  



Blackrock 
Either in or near Crowan, a village and civil parish about three-and-a-half miles south of Camborne 

 

1870 circa: Blackrock Band active. (John Brush) 

 

Blackrock Band looked upon as Crowan Band, so why they were called Blackrock is completely unknown. (John Brush) 

 

муумΥ άIŜƭǎǘƻƴΩǎ CŜǎƛǾŀƭ aǳǎƛŎΧ ƘƻƴƻǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊǳƳƳŜǊΗ Constantine and aŀōŜ Ψ½ǳƭǳΩ bands are popular ς the latter 

especially. Porkellis Band, Seworgan Band, Burras Band, and Black Rock Band. are more, while Porthleven Band, alas! it is skat 

up." (16 July 1881 ς Cornishman) 

 

1885 to 1895: Blackrock Band  contesting under John Carey.  

 

1889: άPorkellis Sunday school tea-treat was held on Monday in last week. The attendance was not large as in former  

years. Black-rock band ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΧέ (Cornishman 18 July 1889)  

 

1890: Blackrock Band contesting. 

 

1895: Blackrock Band at its last contest and probably meant its death. Adjudicators report: ά¢hey sounded absolutely awful.έ  

(John Brush) 

 

 

 

  



Blackwater 
Blackwater is a village in the parish of St Agnes on the old course of the A30 

 

1838 ς 28th June: Blackwater Musical Band played at Redruth for the coronation of Queen Victoria. (Still BlawinΩύ   

 

The Blackwater philanthropist, John Passmore Edwards, was a fife player in one of the Blackwater Bands. 

 

1878: άΧ Blackwater Juvenile Brass Band, under the leadership of Mr Frank Symons, was in attendance and played some nice 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΧέ (RCG 1
st
 February 1878) 

 

1901: Blackwater Band formed or re-formed by C Retallack, DCLI clarinet player. (John Brush)  

 

Blackwater Band practised in a hut near the railway line. 

 

1902: άSir Edward Durning-[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜΣ .ŀǊǘΣ aΦtΦΣ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŎƘŜǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƎǳƛƴŜŀ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘǊǳƳΧ [for Blackwater 

Band]έ όCornubian and Redruth Times 11 April 1902)  

 

1903: Blackwater Brass and Reed Band at Mithian Band of Hope tea. (RCG 28th May 1903) 

 

 
Blackwater Brass and Reed Band (Photo: unknown) 

9ǊƴƛŜ tŜŀǊŎŜ όaƻƴǘȅΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀŘ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ IŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ in 1904 aged 12 and learnt to play the cornet 

 

1904: Blackwater Brass and Reed Band at Mithian Band of Hope tea. (RCG 19th May 1904) 

 

1906 circa: Blackwater Brass and Reed Band practised in a stable near Blackwater Chapel. 

 

мфлсΥ άΧMithian Band of Hope headed by Blackwater BandΧέ ό/ƻǊƴǳōƛŀƴ and Redruth Times 26th May 1906) 

 

1909:  άΧƛŘŜŀ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ here at Blackwater Band, with Mr T D Jenkins as president, and for some band gave their 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΧ by members of Redruth Volunteer Band. Through emigration and other causes the Blackwater Band ceased to exist and 

for the last twoΧέ (RCG 15 July 1909)  

 

1914: Blackwater Band disbanded. (John Brush) 

 

 

 

  



Bleak House, Feock 
Feock is a coastal civil parish and village about 5 miles south of Truro at the head of Carrick Roads on the River Fal 

 

1918/19: Bleak House Band formed by William Trebilcock (born 1899), a member of Perranwell Band. Like a family band consisting 

of the Trebilcock brothers, cousins and neighbours. They generally rehearsed in the front room of Bleak House (hence the name) 

 

1918/19: Feock Brass Band sold their instruments to Bleak House Band. (John Brush) 

 

 
Bleak House Band, 1923 (Photo: courtesy John Brush collection) 

 

1929: Bleak House Band disbanded.  

 

The Trebilcock brothers then joined St Keverne Band, one on Eb Bass the other on cornet. (John Brush)    

 

 

 

  



Blisland 
Blisland is a village and civil parish approximately five miles northeast of Bodmin 

 

1863: Blisland Temperance Band formed. (BBHD) 

 

1866: Blisland Temperance Band first recorded engagement was at St Breward. (John Brush) 

 

мутнΥ άLǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ St Breward Band, better known as the Delank Band, has no connection with the 

GreenawayΩs Blisland Band. Yours, Joel J Williams, .ŀƴŘƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ {ǘ .ǊŜǿŀǊŘΦέ (6 July 1872 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

мутнΥέΧ The Blisland Temperance Brass Band ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦέ  
(10 August 1872 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 
мутрΥ άΧ At two o'clock on Monday the children and teachers assembled at the schoolroom, and, preceded by the 
Blisland Temperance Brass Band, marched in procession to Lavethan, the County Seat of Capt Morshead, which was kindly thrown 
open for the Χέ ό26 June 1875 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 
 
мутуΥ άΧ On the Monday following the teachers and scholars again assembled at the school-room and, headed by 
the Blisland temperance Brass Band, walked in procession to [ŀǾŜǘƘŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ W aƻǊǎƘŜŀŘΧέ ό21 June 1878 ς RCG) 
 

????: Name changed to Blisland Brass Band. (BBHD) 

 
муффΥ άΧ boating, bathing and football were freely indulged in, and everyone appeared to enjoy themselves. The Blisland Band, 
which accompanied the party, played at intervals during thŜ ŘŀȅΧέ ό10 August 1899 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 
 
мфллΥ άΧ belfry and rang out joyful peals on the Church bells. This was continued in the afternoon and again in the 
evening. Blisland Brass Band also came out and rendered a capital selection of music.έ ό10 March 1900 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 
 

мфллΥ άΧ was got together and rang peals on the church bells. This was continued during the afternoon and evening when 

the Blisland Brass Band came out and played patriotic airs. Blisland takes a special interest in the war in consequence of having 

Lance-corporal Χέ ό15 March 1900 ς Cornishman) 

 

мфллΥ ά¢ƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Blisland Band room on their practice nights is quite a treat and a stranger would think they Χέ  

(7 April 1900 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 

 

мфллΥ άBlisland Brass Band. The above Band are open to Book a few more engagements at former special low terms. Geo. 

DǊŜŜƴŀǿŀȅΣ .ŀƴŘƳŀǎǘŜǊΦέ (12 and 26 May 1900 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 

 

1900: S Carne Blisland Brass Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

мфллΥ άΧ Ƙeaded by Blisland Brass Band, under the conductorship of Mr S Carne, of PenzanceΧέ (21 June 1900 ς Cornishman) 

  

мфллΥ άΧ the members, in full regalia, met at the lodge-room at 10 am, and, forming in procession, headed by the Blisland 

Brass Band, under Mr S Carne, perambulated the village, and thence proceeded to the parish church, where a sermon was 

preached Χέ ό28 June 1900 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

мфллΥ άWell done, Blisland Band! You are getting on fine. It will soon outflank ours if they do not look sharp. I will not trespass more 

on the territory Χέ ό30 June 1900 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 

 
мфллΥ ά¢ƘŜ Blisland Brass Band rendered a grand selection music at the B C Harvest FestivalΦέ   
(20 October 1900 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 
 
мфлмΥ άOur [Blisland] Brass Band rendered some capital marches around tƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ DǊŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦέ 
(11 May 1901 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 

 
мфлмΥ άΧ  After the tea the children were amused scrambling for nuts and were also presented with packets of sweets. 
The Blisland Brass Band rendered very choice programme, greatly enhancing tho enjoyment of alƭΧέ  



(25 May 1901 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 

 
мфлмΥ άΧ The Blisland Brass Band rendered a choice programme throughout the afternoon, greatly enhancing the enjoyment of all.έ 
(6 July 1901 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 
 
мфлнΥ άΧ special appropriate hymns in good style. Considering the inclemency of the weather the proceedings were successful. 
The Blisland Brass Band were in attendance.έ (21 June 1902 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 
 

1902: Blisland Brass Band last recorded engagement was at Blisland Coronation celebrations. (John Brush) 

 

 

 

  



Bodmin 
 
A special thanks for the help received from Barrie Doney of Bodmin Band. 

 

муосΥ άΧ ǇŜŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƻǿŜȅ ōŜƭƭǎΧ Bodmin BandΧέ (RCG 22nd July 1836) 

 

1уосΥ ά¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƎƭƻƻƳȅ but the Bodmin Band being in attendance,[at Truro] enliveƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ Χ of spectators by playing 

ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊΧέ (RCG 5th August 1836) 

 

муотΥ άΧ ¢ƘŜ Bodmin Band ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΧέ όRCG 26th May 1837) 

 

1840s: Bodmin Militia Band taking engagements. Not an all-brass band as we know today. (John Brush) 

 

мупрΥ άΧ Bodmin Town Band ς the best local band which it has been our lot to hear in Cornwall ς was in attendance throughout the 

ŘŀȅΤ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅΦέ (RCG 20th June 1845) 

 

мупфΥ ά¢ƘŜ Bodmin Band are engaged for the ball and the Helston hounds will meet at 8 o'clock on the following morning to have a 

ΨǇŀǊǘƛƴƎ ōǊǳǎƘΩέΦ (RCG 04th May 1849) 

 

мурлΥ άΧaǊ ²ƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Bodmin Band ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭΧέ (Royal Cornwall Gazette 18th January 1850) 

 

1852: Bodmin Teetotal Fife and Drum Band at Bodmin RidingΦ ό.ŀƴŘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ κ .ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

1853 to 1864: Mr McAllister Bodmin Militia Band MD. 

 

муроΥ άΧ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀt the teacher of the band is Mr McAllister, the master of the Bodmin BandΦέ  

(Royal Cornwall Gazette 3rd June 1853) 

 

муроΥ άΧ¢ƘŜȅ [Bodmin Band] ǿŜǊŜ ŜǎŎƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ wƻŎƘŜ ōȅ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Χ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Bodmin BandΧέ  

(RCG 12th August 1853) 

 

1860: No. 10 Company Duke of Cornwall's Rifles formed. 

 

муснΥ άThe Bodmin Fife and Drum Band, belonging to the 10th was also in attendance, and contributed to the pleasures of the day 

by their occasionalΧέ (7 October 1862 ς Western Daily Mercury) 

 

1864 to 1867: Mr Horan Bodmin Militia Band MD. 

 

1867 to 1874: Mr Mounter Bodmin Militia Band MD. 

 

1860s: άBodmin Militia Band must have been an outstanding band, having amongst their players Robert Elford (cornet) who later 

became their Bandmaster and changed the instrumentation to brass band, Philip Elford who joined the Royal Marines and became 

principal cornet of their Plymouth Band, as did William Ough. George Jago, a trombonist, took up a position with a London theatre 

orchestra and stayed there for many years. Then there was also William Jago who went on to become a much-respected conductor 

of the St Austell Duke of Cornwall's Rifles Band.έ (John Brush)  

 

No record of them attending any contests. (John Brush)  

 

1873: Thomas Jago Bodmin Militia Band MD.  

 

1874 to 1886: Robert Elford Bodmin Militia Band MD.  

 

мутуΥ άIŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Altarnun Brass Band and the Bodmin [volunteers] BandΣ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΧέ  

(Cornish & Devon Post 6th July 1878) 



 

1880: Name changed to E Company Duke of Cornwall's Rifles Band. 

 

муусΥ άΧ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀƴŎŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Χ ƭŜŘ the Bodmin Militia Band, (Mr Elford, Bandmaster and the new gorgeous Banner of the Society.έ 

(Cornish & Devon Post 19 June 1886) 

 

муутΥ ά¢ƘŜ Bodmin Band the Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry was engaged [for the Temperance Festival] and like former occasions 

ǘƘŜȅ ƎŀǾŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƳǳǎƛŎΦέ όCornish & Devon Post 25th June 1887) 

 

муутΥ άΧFolly and walked in procession to the place of entertainment, headed the Band of the 3rd Battalion D.C.L.I, and the Bodmin 

Fife and Drum Band, with the Mayor (Mr J Collins), the ex. Mayor (Mr T Baron), the town clerk (Mr B P Edyvean), and officialsΧέ  

(30 May 1887 ς Western Morning News) 

 

1880s: tƘƛƭƭƛǇΩǎ .ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

мууфΥ άΧ ¢ƘŜ Bodmin Brass Band ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΦέ  

(West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser 25th July 1889) 

 

муфнΥ άA concert took place from 7.00 to 8.30, a capital programme being submitted to the large attendance. The Bodmin Wesley 

and Orchestral Band gave three selections which were much appreciated, as also were pianoforte soloǎ ōȅΧέ  

(22 December 1892 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

муфоΥ ²ŀŘŜōǊƛŘƎŜΥ άΧ¢ƘŜ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Bodmin BandΣ ǘƻ 9ƎƭƻǎƘŀȅƭŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Χέ  

(Western Morning News 16th August 1893) 

 

муффΥ άΧtea, and concert to raise money for renovating the school premises. The Mayor (Mr Roscorla) opened the 

proceedings. Bodmin Orchestral band, under Mr W L Twinning and the chapel choir sang glees, Mr J Williams coƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎΦέ        

(12 January 1899 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

1899: άΧ and the members of the Bodmin Orchestral Band and male quartet. Mr W L Twinning conducted, and the whole 

proceedings passed off most satisfactorily.έ (16 November 1899 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

1899: Bodmin Brass Band disbanded. (John Brush) 

 

1900: Bodmin Brass Band formed and conducted by Robert Elford, respected cornetist and conductor of the Royal Cornwall Rangers 

Militia (Bodmin) Band. (John Brush) 

 

1900: άThe Bodmin Orchestral Band, under the leadership of Mr W J L Twinning, played some good selections. Refreshments were 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘΧέ (4 January 1900 ς Royal Cornwall Gazette) 

 

1900: άΧthe programme, which was of a varied and highly attractive character, was begun with selections from the Bodmin 

Orchestral Band, under the direction of Mr W L Twinning, F R C Soldiers of the Queen by Mr Wolseloy followed and was wellΧέ  

(27 January 1900 ς Cornish & Devon Post ς Launceston) 

 

мфллΥ άΧ evening entertainment for the inmates was arranged by Mr W L Twinning, and capital programme taken part in by 

the Bodmin Orchestral BandΧέ (15 November 1900 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

мфллΥ άA march by the Bodmin Orchestral Band Χwas correspondent and novelist; H Traill, followed by The Old Folks at Home, by 

the editor of Literature andΧέ (29 December 1900 ς Cornish & Devon Post ς Launceston) 

 

1904: άBodmin Brass Band led a children's procession to Mount Folly and, once there, they created considerable noise. Bodmin 

County Court was in session and the judge sent a message telling the band to shup-up. The band concluded the festivities by playing 

the National Anthem which resulted in the Court session being interrupted again whilst everyone stood to attention.έ (John Brush)  

 

1904: Bodmin Brass Band disbanded. (John Brush) 

 



1905: Mr Boorman Bodmin Militia Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1905: ά.ƻŘƳƛƴ .Ǌŀǎǎ .ŀƴŘΩǎ weekly practices had included marching from the top of Berry Lane to the top of Rhind Street and back 

again.έ (Martin Ham obituary in Bodmin Guardian 22nd September 1905)  

 

1919/21: άBodmin Old Comrades Band formed. Comprised of ex-servicemen and conducted by Mr R Symons. Started life by giving a 

concert every Saturday evening at the Market House. (John Brush) 

 

мфнлΥ άΧ Bodmin /ƻƳǊŀŘŜǎΩ .Ǌŀǎǎ Band Χ ƎŀǾŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦέ (West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser 13th May 1920)  

 

мфнлΥ άΧ Bodmin Comrades' Band ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦέ όWest Briton and Cornwall Advertiser 4th October 1920) 

 

мфнлΥ άΧƘospital, a ball was held in Lostwithiel Drill Hall on Wednesday week. There was a large attendance. Mr J Burton's (Bodmin) 

Orchestral Band supplied the dance mǳǎƛŎΧέ (2 December 1920 ς West Briton and Cornwall Advertiser) 

 

1921/23: Bodmin British Legion Band disbanded (this sounds like the Bodmin Old Comrades Band).  

 

1927: Bodmin Town Band formed.  

ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ .ƻŘƳƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴ .ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ .ƻŘƳƛƴΣ /ƭƭǊ I a [ŀƳŜǊǘƻƴΣ ŀǘ 

the Guildhall, Bodmin on the 20th September 1927. (Cornish Brass July 1986 κ .ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ  

 

ά¢ƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŘƛƴƘŀƳ .ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜǊƪŜƴǿŜƭƭ .ŀƴŘ όǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ /ƭŜǊƪŜƴǿŜll). 

bƻǘƛŎŜΣ L ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ϥǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘϥ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ϥǇƻŀŎƘŜŘΩΦέ (John Brush) 

 

1927 to 1951: W T Lobb Bodmin Town Band MD. ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ  

 

1927: Bodmin Town Band bŀƴŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

1928 March: .ƻŘƳƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴ .ŀƴŘΩǎ first concert in the Public Rooms Bodmin. ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

1929: .ƻŘƳƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴ .ŀƴŘΩǎ uniforms purchased ς мтΦ ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

 
Bodmin Town Band, 1929, first formal photo of this band (Photo: unknown) 

 

1930: Bodmin Town Band band room at Carbines Yard at the bottom of Pool Street, at the junction with Burnards Lane.  

ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

1932: Bodmin Town BandΩǎ first contest. (Contest archive) 

 

1933: Bodmin Town Band bŀƴŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŘŜǇƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ .ǊŜŜ {ƘǳǘŜ κ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ  

ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ               

 



1939: Bodmin Town BandΩǎ first contest at Bugle, under W T Lobb. (Contest archive). 

 

1939: Bodmin Town Band combined with Wadebridge Band during WWII. ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

WWII: 13th Battalion Home Guard Band active. 

 

1941/42: Bodmin Regnal Mission Band active. 

 

1947: Bodmin Town Band band room in the old engine house previously used by the Bodmin Electric Light Company.  

ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

άThe Bodmin Town Band band room was in the old Bodmin Electric Light Co. engine house situated to the rear of Pool St Chapel. 

This would have been right in the middle of the now Dennison Road, we always said that when the road was opened we would have 

a practise in the middle of the road.έ (Barrie Doney) 

 

1951 to 1969: W D Lawton Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 

1953: Bodmin Town Band participated in the Second section (now First section) of the National Brass Band Championships of GB at 

Belle Vue under W D Lawton. 

 

1954: Bodmin Juniors placed 1st in the Youth section at the SWBBA Championships under W D Lawton. 

 

1955: Bodmin Juniors placed 1st in the Youth section at the SWBBA Championships under W D Lawton. 

 

1956: Bodmin Town Band participated in the Second Section (now First Section) of the National Brass Band Championships of GB 

under W D Lawton. 

 

1956: Bodmin Town ΨBΩ Band contesting under W D Lawton. (Contest archive) 

 

1957: Bodmin Town Band band room at Narissa Hall, Priory Park. ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

1958: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st or 2nd in the Championship section of the Regional Championships. 

 

1958: Bodmin Town Band placed 4th in the Second Section (now First section) National Brass Band Championships of GB under W D 

Lawton. 

 

1959: Bodmin Town Band promoted to the Championship Section. 

 

1959: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest. 

 

1960: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest. 

 

1961: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest. 

 

1963: Bodmin Town Band participated in the Championship section of the Regional Championships under W D Lawton playing 

Rienzi. 

 

1963: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under W D Lawton. 

 

1964: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under W D Lawton playing Scheheraszade. 

 

1965: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under W D Lawton playing Sinfonietta Pastorale. 

 

1968: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under W D Lawton playing Shipbuilders. 

 

1969 to 1974: John Berryman Bodmin Town Band MD. ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 



 

1972: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under John Berryman playing La Carnival Romain. 

 

John Berryman MD  

 

1973: Bodmin Town Band new set of instruments at a cost ƻŦ ϻсΣлллΦ ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

1973: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under John Berryman playing Spectrum. 

 

1973: Bodmin Juniors placed 1st in the Youth section at the SWBBA Championships under John Berryman. 

 

1974 to 1978: Ron H Downs Bodmin Town Band MD. ό.ƻŘƳƛƴΩǎ .Ǌŀǎǎύ 

 

1975: Bodmin Juniors placed 1st in the Youth section at the SWBBA Championships under C J Bunt. 

 

1976: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under Roy Downs ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ WƻƘƴ hΩDŀǳƴǘ. 

 

1978 to 1985: Alan Jenkin Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 

1979: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st or 2nd in the Championship section of the Regional Championships. 

 

1979: Bodmin Town Band placed 11th in the Championship Section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Alan 

Jenkin playing Volcano. 

 

1980: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st or 2nd in the Championship section of the Regional Championships. 

 

1980: Bodmin Town Band placed 19th in the Championship Section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Alan 

Jenkin playing Carnival Overture. 

 

1980: Bodmin Town Band competed in the Best of Brass TV contest. 

 

1981: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under !ƭŀƴ WŜƴƪƛƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ [Ŝ wƻƛ 5Ωȅǎ. 

 

1982: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st or 2nd in the Championship section of the Regional Championships. 

 

1982: Bodmin Town Band placed 12th in the Championship Section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Alan 

Jenkin playing Contest Music. 

 

1985 to 1987: W N (Reg) Harris Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 



 
 

1987 to 1993: Leonard Adams Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 

1989: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under Leonard Adams playing Diadem of Gold. 

 

1990: Bodmin Town Band placed 2nd in the Championship section of the Regional Championships. 

 

1990: Bodmin Town Band placed 22
nd

 in the Championship Section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Leonard 

Adams playing English Heritage. 

 

1991: Bodmin Town Band placed 4th at Yeovil Entertainment Contest under Leonard Adams. 

 

1992: Bodmin Town Band placed 5th at Yeovil Entertainment Contest . 

 

1992: Bodmin Town Band placed 2nd in the Championship section of the Regional Championships. 

 

1992: Bodmin Town Band placed 7th in the Championship Section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Leonard 

Adams playing The New Jerusalem. 

 

1992: Bodmin Town Band placed 15th in the Spring Festival / Grand Shield under Leonard Adams playing The Essence of Time. 

 

1993: Bodmin Town Band placed 8th at Yeovil Entertainment Contest  under D Broadbent. 

 

1993 to 1996: Howard Taylor Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 

1993: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under Howard Taylor. 

 

1994: Bodmin Town Band placed 12th at Yeovil Entertainment Contest  under Howard Taylor. 

 

1994: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under Howard Taylor. 

 

1995: Bodmin Town Band placed 1
st
 in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under Howard Taylor. 

 

1996: Bodmin Town Band placed 16th in the Spring Festival / Grand Shield under Howard Taylor playing Variations on a Ninth. 

 

1996: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under Nicholas Childs ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ YƛƴƎΩǎ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ. 

 



 
Bodmin Town Band ς date unknown (Photo: unknown) 

 

1997: Bodmin Town Band placed 2
nd

 in the Championship section of the Regional Championships. 

 

1997: Bodmin Town Band placed 12th in the Championship Section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under John 

Hudson playing Legends and Mists on Alderley Edge. 

 

1997: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under Nicholas Childs. 

 

1998: Bodmin Town Band placed 5th at Yeovil Entertainment Contest  under H Evans. 

 

1998: Bodmin Town Band placed 7th in the Championship section of the Wychavon Contest under Derek Greenwood. 

 

1998: John Hudson Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 

1998: Bodmin Town Band placed 8th in the Spring Festival / Grand Shield under John Hudson playing Partita. 

 

1998: Bodmin Town Band placed 19th at the All England Masters under Hadyn/David Evans. 

 

1999: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st at Yeovil Entertainment Contest under Nicholas Childs. 

 

1999 to 2001: Gareth Pritchard Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 

1999: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Championship section of the Regional Championships under Dr Nicholas Childs playing 

Blitz. 

 

1999: Bodmin Town Band placed 16
th

 in the Championship Section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Gareth 

Pritchard playing Concerto for Band No. 1. 

 

1999: Bodmin Town Band placed 3rd in the Spring Festival / Grand Shield under John Hudson playing A Comedy Overture. 

 

1999: Bodmin Town Band placed 16th at the All England Masters (John Hudson) 

 

1999: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Open section of the SWBBA Contest under Dr Nicholas Childs playing Essence of Time. 

 

2000: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st at Yeovil Entertainment Contest  under Gareth Pritchard. 

 

2000: Bodmin Town Band placed 2nd in the Championship section of the Regional Championships. 

 



2000: Bodmin Town Band placed 15th in the Championship Section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under Gareth 

Pritchard ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳ. 

 

2000: Bodmin Town Band placed 9th in the Spring Festival / Grand Shield under Roy Newsome playing Variations on a Shining River. 

 

2000: Bodmin Town Band placed 13th at the All England Masters under Peter Parkes. 

 

2001: Steve Sykes Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 

  Steve Sykes MD 

 

2001: Bodmin Town Band placed 3rd at Yeovil Entertainment Contest under Steve Sykes. 

 

2001: Bodmin Town Band placed 3rd in the Spring Festival / Grand Shield under Steve Sykes playing Epic Symphony. 

 

2001: Bodmin Town Band placed 12th at the All England Masters under Steve Sykes. 

 

2002: Bodmin Town Band placed 2nd at Yeovil Entertainment Contest under Steve Sykes. 

 

2002: Bodmin Town Band placed 7th in the Championship section of the Regional Championships under Russell Gray playing Whitsun 

Wake. 

 

2002: Bodmin Town Band placed 13th in the Spring Festival / Grand Shield under Russell Gray playing Four Dances from Checkmate. 

 

2003: Bodmin Town Band placed 6
th

 at Yeovil Entertainment Contest under Steve Sykes. 

 

2003: Bodmin Town Band placed 6th in the Championship section of the Regional Championships under Russell Gray playing Prague. 

 

2003: Bodmin Town Band placed 18th in the Spring Festival / Grand Shield under Russell Gray playing Tallis Variations. 

 

2003: Bodmin Town Band contesting under Mark Medlyn. (Contest archive) 

 

2004: Bodmin Town Band placed 3rd at Yeovil Entertainment Contest under Maj. Ian McElligott. 

 

2004: Bodmin Town Band placed 11th in the Championship section of the Regional Championships under John Berryman playing 

Tristan Encounters. 

 

2005: Bodmin Town Band placed 11th at Yeovil Entertainment Contest under Maj. Ian McElligott. 

 

2005: Bodmin Town Band placed 7th in the Championship section of the Regional Championships under Kevin Mackenzie playing 

Rienzi. 

 

2006: Bodmin Town Band placed 14th at Yeovil Entertainment Contest under Kevin Mackenzie. 

 

2006: Bodmin Town Band placed 10th in the Championship section of the Regional Championships under Kevin Mackenzie playing 

Journey to the Centre of the Earth. 



 

2007: Kevin Ackford temporarily took over as Bodmin Town Band resident conductor and MD with the Bodmin Junior Band.  

(Kevin Ackford website) 

 

2007: Bodmin Town Band placed 8th in the First section of the Regional Championships under Steve Sykes playing The Wayfarer. 

 

2008: Bodmin Town Band placed 9th in the First section of the Regional Championships under H Williams playing James Cook 

Circumnavigator. 

 

2009 December: Arsonists destroyed the entire band room, including its complete set of instruments, percussion, uniforms and 

historic music library. (Website) 

 

2011 to 2013: Garry Lannie Bodmin Town Band MD. (Garry Lannie) 

 

2011: Bodmin Town Band placed 13th in the Second section of the Regional Championships under Garry Lannie playing Resurgam. 

 

2012: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Third section at the SWBBA contest under Garry Lannie playing Narnia Suite. 

 

2012: Bodmin Town Band placed 3rd in the Third section of the Regional Championships under Garry Lannie playing Olympus. 

 

нлмоΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΧǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ōŀƴŘ room, destroyed by 

ŦƛǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦέ 

 

2013: Bodmin Town Band placed 2nd in the Third section of the Regional Championships under Garry Lannie playing Hollywood. 

 

2013: John Maines Bodmin Town Band MD. 

 

2013: Bodmin Town Band placed 6th in the Third section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under John Maines playing 

Penlee. 

 

2014: Bodmin Town Band placed 14th in the Second section of the Regional Championships under John Maines ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ /ƘŀǳŎŜǊΩǎ 

Tunes. 

 

2014: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Second section of the SWBBA Championships under John Maines playing Rhapsody in 

Brass. 

 

2015: Bodmin Town Band placed 3rd in the Second section of the Regional Championships under John Maines playing Variations on 

Maccabeus. 

 

2016: Bodmin Town Band placed 5th in the Second section of the Regional Championships under John Maines playing The Mermaid 

of Zennor. 

 

2017: Bodmin Town Band placed 1st in the Second section of the Regional Championships under John Maines playing Rhapsody in 

Brass. 

 

2017: Bodmin Town Band placed 9th in the Second section of the National Brass Band Championships of GB under John Maines 

playing Music for a Legacy. 

 

  



Bolingey 
Bolingey is a village on the north coast of Cornwall half-a-mile south of the small seaside resort of Perranporth and is in the civil parish of Perranzabuloe 

 

1889: Mr Veale Bolingey Band MD ς possibly it only conductor.έ (John Brush)     

 

1891: Bolingey Band played at St Agnes Regatta under Mr Veale. (John Brush)  

 

муфмΥ άΧ¢ƘŜ Bolingey Band, Mr Veale ōŀƴŘƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΧ[at Penzance East End 

Regatta].έ ό¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƴƛǎƘ ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ мл {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ муфмύ 

 

муфоΥ {ǘ !ƎƴŜǎ wŜƎŀǘǘŀΥ άΧ¢ƘŜ Bolingey Band ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΧέ όw/D омǎǘ !ǳƎust 1893) 

 

1894: Bolingey BandΩǎ last engagement appears to be at Calstock for the Band of Hope. (John Brush)  

 

 

 

  



Boscastle 
Boscastle is a village and fishing port on the north coast of Cornwall 14 miles south of Bude and 5 miles northeast of Tintagel 

 

 
Boscastle Brass & Reed Band, 1899 W Prout MD (Photo: courtesy John Brush)   

 

1899 circa: Boscastle Brass & Reed Band formed. (John Brush)  

 

Played at carnivals, fetes and for dancing on the lawn opposite Manor House. (John Brush) 

 

1899 to 1905 or later: Leslie Prout Boscastle Brass & Reed Band MD ς from the City of Bath Band. Later conducted Delabole Band. 

(John Brush) 

 

мфлнΥ άΧ Boscastle Brass & Reed Band are now open to take engagements. Charges moderate. For terms apply Mr R H Couch, 

DƭŜƴŦƛƴŀǊǘΣ .ƻǎŎŀǎǘƭŜΣ IƻƴΦ {ŜŎΦέ ό/ƻǊƴƛǎƘ ϧ 5ŜǾƻƴ tƻǎǘ мнǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ мфлнύ 

 

1906: Boscastle Brass & Reed Band returning from Holsworthy, one of the two horses pulling their brake began to kick, damaging 

the carriage. The remainder of the journey was made with the one remaining horse which necessitated the band members walking 

some of the way. They eventually arrived home at about 3.00am. The kicking horse was ridden home by one of the band 

members. (John Brush) 

 

????: W Hocking, Boscastle Brass & Reed Band MD, ex-cornet player in the band. (John Brush) 

 

1912 to circa 1939: William Hochin Boscastle Brass & Reed Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1919: Name changed to Boscastle Brass Band. (John Brush) 

 

1939: Playing suspended during WWII. 

 

1945: Boscastle Brass Band re-formed. (John Brush) 

 

1945 to 1953: Mr Grigg Boscastle Brass Band MD who came from a whole family of Griggs that played with the St Dennis Band. 

(John Brush) 

 

1949: Boscastle Brass Band contesting. (John Brush) 

 



1953: Charles Berryman Boscastle Brass Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1958: Charles Berryman Boscastle Brass Band MD drowned in the Boscastle floods.  

 

1958: Arthur Biddick Boscastle Brass Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1961 circa: Leslie Prout (not the 1905 one) Boscastle Brass Band MD. (Contest archive) 

 

1962: Boscastle Brass Band placed 1st in the Fourth section at the SWBBA contest under Leslie Prout playing The Golden Age. 

 

1973: Boscastle Brass Band disbanded. (John Brush)  

 

 

 

  



Brea 
Brea is a village in Cornwall between the towns of Camborne and Redruth 

 

1884: Brea Band formed by John Harris. (John Brush) 

 

1884: John Harris Brea Band MD. He was also the organist at the Bible Christian Chapel. Because of his background, it is not 

surprising that their engagements appear exclusively for Sunday school, Band of Hope teas, and Friendly Society processions. (John 

Brush) 

 

1886: Brea Band contesting under John Harris. (Contest archive) 

 

муутΥ άΧBrea Brass Band; members of General Committee ; townsmen; Oddfellows; Town Mission Brass Band [Redruth we 

assume]; Rechabites; and Four Lanes Brass Band brought up the rear. The procession was formed in the Clinton-road at 9.30, and 

proceeded up Station-hill, down Fore-street Χέ ό23 June 1887 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

муууΥ άΧƳŀƪŜ ƛǘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Brea Band, followed the New Connexion led 

the Camborne Volunteer Band; United Methodist led by the Truro City Band; Primitives led by the Helston Volunteer Band; headed 

by Messrs. Simmons Χέ ό24 May 1888 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

муууΥ άΧ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƳŜǘ in the schoolroom... and, forming a procession, headed by the Brea and  

Perranporth Brass Bands, marched through the principal streets of the town, and through the grounds of S H Moyle, TregullowΦέ  

(6 July 1888 ς Cornubian and Redruth Times) 

 

мууфΥ άBrea Band ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ƎƻƻŘ ōŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦέ όCornubian and Redruth Times 31st May 1889) 

 

1889: άΧconsisting Oddfellows, Foresters, Philanthropies, and Rechabites, headed by the Redruth Independent, Brea, Four Lanes, 

and Illogan Bands, After parading the principal streets they proceeded to Trevenson Park, kindly lent by Captain Teague, where an 

open air Χέ ό22 August 1889 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

муфмΥ άΧ afternoon. A procession was formed at the Market house and paraded the principal streets. The Redruth 

Volunteer, Brea, Pool, and Illogan Bands were in attendance. The weather being extraordinarily fine, thousands of 

people congregated the streets to witness the Χέ ό16 July 1891 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

муфоΥ άΧ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘ онΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ пΣллл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Camborne, Troon, and 

Brea Bands. The procession took three-ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇƻƛƴǘΧέ ό13 July 1893 ς The Cornish Telegraph) 

 

1893: Brea Band contesting. (Cornishman 27th July 1893) 

 

1893/96: Brea Band disbanded. (John Brush) 

 

1895: J Bennetts Troon Band MD. (BBHD) 

 

From the following 1910 report it is clear that Brea Band re-formed. 

 

мфмлΥ άΧall that could be desired so early in the morning the Camborne Town Band, ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ Χ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 

about. The Brea Brass Band and the Camborne Salvation Army Band ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Χέ  

(29 December 1910 ς Cornubian and Redruth Times) 

 

 

 

  



Breage 
Breage is a civil parish and village three miles west of Helston 

 

муплΥ άaƻƴŘŀȅ ƭŀǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ-day in this parish, the Revd Dr Johnson gave a handsome dinner at his Parsonage to the  

Breage Teetotal BandΧέ (RCG 13 March 1840) 

 

1858: Wheal Vor Brass Band active. (BBHD) 

                                                                               

1858 circa: Breage Churchtown Band formed. (John Brush) 

 

1858 ς June: άBreage Churchtown BandΩǎ first known engagement, at St Keverne Church Sunday School tea treat. (John Brush) 

άThe band performed many favourite pieces in a manner far exceeding the merits of any county brass band that we have heard for a 

very long time.έ (Falmouth Post)  

Probably an exaggeration. (John Brush) 

 

1859 to 1868: Jack Bartle Breage Churchtown Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1863: Breage Churchtown Band at the local celebrations for the marriage of the then Prince of Wales. (John Brush)  

 

мусоΥ άΧǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜŘ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ the day schools of the parish, and headed by the 

St Breage Brass BandΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŀǊΧΦέ όw/D 6th March 1863) 

 

мусрΥ άΧǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Breage Band ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ŀ ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŜŘΦέ  

(Royal Cornwall Gazette 21 December 1865) 

 

мусуΥ άΧ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΧǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ aǊ / ² Popham, headed by the Breage Brass Band Χέ  

(RCG 16 July 1868) 

 

мусфΥ άΧ Breage Band ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΧέ όRCG 7th August 1869) 

 

1869 or later: Breage Churchtown Band disbanded.  

 

1891: Likely date of the formation of Breage Brass Band. (John Brush) 

 

1891: άΧBreage band accoƳǇŀƴƛŜŘΧέ (Cornishman 16th July 1891)  

 

1891: Amos Blight Breage Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1892: Breage Band at the very first Constantine Cottage Garden Society exhibition. (John Brush) 

 

муфнΥ άA Very Successful Concert in aid of Godolphin Church-school was given Thursday to a crowded house. The 

St Breage Brass Band kindly contributed four selections in a way which shewed their musical capacity and the skill of their talented 

bandmasterΦέ (Cornishman 17 November 1892) 

 

1900 to 1902: T Polglase Breage Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1902: Breage Brass Band possibly disbanded. (John Brush)    

                        

1904: Breage & District Silver Band formed. (Band website) 

 

1918 circa: Breage & District Silver Band possibly suspended playing due to WWI. 

 

1926: Breage & District Silver Band probable date of resumption of playing. (John Brush)  

 



1928 to 1931: H L Young Breage & District Silver Band MD. (John Brush) 

 

1928: Breage Brass Band social evening and dance. (Western Morning News 29th December 1928)   

 

1928 to 1931: Breage & District Silver Band contesting under H L Young. (Contest archive)  

 

1929: άΧŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ vicarage by Breage BandΧέ όCornishman 27th June 1929) 

 

мфнфΥ .ǊŜŀƎŜ /ŀǊƴƛǾŀƭΦ άBreage Band (under Mr H L ̧ ƻǳƴƎύ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ (Cornishman 12th September 1929) 

 

1929: Breage Brass Band AGM. President, Canon H Coulthard; chairman, Mr R Trend; treasurer, Mr F Pryor; secretary, Mr C King; 

bandmaster, Mr H Young. (Western Morning News 11th October 1929)  

 

мфомΥ άΧ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǊŀŘŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ tǊŀŀ Sands Road and down again, headed by the Breage BandΧέ  

(Cornishman 27th August 1931) 

 

1931 to 1937: unknown Breage & District Silver Band MD. 

 

мфонΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ Helston, Breage, Porthleven and Gweek BandsΣ ƘŀŘ Χ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƛǘŜƳΧΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻllection amounted to 

£22, and ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǿŀǎΧέ  (28 July 1932 ς Cornishman) 

 

мфонΥ .ǊŜŀƎŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ [ŜƎƛƻƴΦ άΧ Porthleven Band headed the procession, and Marazion and Breage combined bands ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘΧέ 

(Cornishman 15th September 1932) 

 

1937: Breage & District Silver Band possibly suspended playing due to WWII. (John Brush) 

 

1958: Breage & District Silver Band suggested year of resumption of playing. (John Brush)  

 

1977: Breage & District Silver Band contesting under J Stone. (Contest archive) 

 

G W King Breage & District Silver Band MD. 

 

1995 to 2002: Breage & District Silver Band contesting under G W King. (Contest archive) 

 

 
Breage & District Silver Band in 2002 at St Michaels Mount (Photo: courtesy John Brush) 

 

2009 ς 17th April to 2017 ς 30th Jan: Terry Reed Breage & District Silver Band MD. (Ian King) 

 

2017 ς 1st Feb: Willian Brian Moyle Breage & District Silver Band MD. (Ian King) 



Bridge (Luxulyan) 
Bridge is a village about 1 km east of Portreath 

 

мфлуΥ άThe Bridge Brass Band will in the near future be able to take on engagements for school teas. The villagers are delighted to 

have music in their midst." (Newquay Express, 1908 / JB) 

 

Nothing further found about this band. The major Cornish papers have no more to add. (John Brush) 

 

 

 

  



Bude 
Bude is a small seaside resort town in north Cornwall in the civil parish of Bude-Stratton and at the mouth of the River Neet 

It is sometimes known as Bude Haven 

 

A special thanks for the help received from Audrey Aylmer of Bude & Stratton Old Cornwall Society 

 

1849/50: A band, perhaps named Bude Band or Bude Haven Band, was in existence in Budehaven. It was referred to as a brass band 

but what instrumentation it had is difficult to assess as the cornet was still in its experimental stage and the upright instruments had 

not yet been developed. (John Brush) 

 

1861 or later: DCR Volunteer Band formed. 

 

Presumably DCR Volunteer Band disbanded.  

 

муурΥ άΧ нлth annual festival of the Stratton Band ǿŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜ Χ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ Iŀƭƭ мΦол ǇΦƳΦΣ 

headed to the Bude Temperance FifeΧέ (27 June 1885 ς Cornish & Devon Post) 

 

1895: Bude Volunteer Band formed as a detachment of the DCLI ς a Territorial Band. (Bude OCS archives) 

 

1898 to 1905: J Hancock, a local tailor, Bude Volunteer Band MD. According to the newspapers he seemed to improve them. 

 

1898: Bude Volunteer Band played at the opening of the railway to Bude ς principal soloist Arthur Cann. (Bude OCS archives) 

 

 
Bude DCR Volunteers 1900 ς J Hancock MD (Photo: unknown) 

 

 
Militia headed by Bude Band May 1908 (Photo: courtesy Audrey Aylmer) 


