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Gold, Blood, Sweat and Fear, Bendigo's Diamond Hill and its Gullies
Bendigo historian James A Lerk has produced another offering which has been years in the making, this is a
well-illustrated and produced book of 100,000 words comprising 252 pages. The title smacks of the
contents, "Gold, Blood, Sweat and Fear, Bendigo's Diamond Hill and its Gullies"
Late in 2016 this self-published work was launched and the reaction of both historians and those interested
in the positive and negative aspects of our gold history has been well received.
The Dja Dja Wurrung were not the only original inhabitants involved in finding gold well before the
European discoveries. Aboriginal men and women involved themselves in gold seeking but also traded with
the early diggers. First the rush and the opening up of the gullies of Diamond Hill and the challenges that
these diggers faced is recounted along with the various methods that were employed in attempting to secure
alluvial gold.
Gold was the attraction that brought Chinese in significant numbers during the alluvial phase. The Cornish
were a constant presence on Diamond Hill, it was they who were the main force in the development of the
reef mines. Many of the mines were economically unsuccessful. There were a lot innovations that were
instigated by the Cornish and through their mine managers they would be beacons of light in the small
villages which were part of the area of focus.Other ethnic groups also had their presence these included the
important pioneering group of Germans and the hard labouring and mainly impoverished Ticino Swiss and
Italians.
In the small communities a plethora of the social and health problems could be found as well as financial, as
indicated by the numbers of insolvencies. Accidents and disease left many women and their children
destitute, these problems are not overlooked. The way that these incidents are dealt with by officialdom as
well as neighbours, friends and strangers gives us a glimpse of the resilience to human survival.
Commerce is always part and parcel of any community, the stores, shops and hotels were frequently
important meeting places when there were problems that needed solving whether these were the supply of
water or the establishment of a school. The political forces of the times have not been overlooked as also the
criminal element.
Development and changes in technology has been brought right up to the present with modern mining and
mineral processing discussed, with the latest attempt proving financially unsuccessful.
There are those who really made a name for themselves at Diamond Hill and their contribution has been
overlooked by historians in the past the author has tried to give us an insight into these characters.
The Wesleyan Golden Fleece Church was instigated by the Cornish and it drew other ethnic community
members to its activities, worship and teachings. This was by and large an impoverished community that
took pride in its sporting teams and activities to which numerous families contributed.

Gold, Blood, Sweat and Fear, Bendigo's Diamond Hill and its Gullies, is only available through the author
and publisher, at A$50 per copy allow a further A$15 for postage. The author can be contacted at 8
Mackenzie Street West, Golden Square, Victoria Australia3555, phone 03 5443 1717,
email, etty.lerk@gmail.com.

